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MEMORANDUM 



the white house 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN,, 

°- 

Ma/^T 19 12 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT : 


THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY a. KISSINGER 

My May 2 Meeting with the North 

Vietnamese 


, •+>, Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy in a session 

I spent three hours today w 1 substance but served to bolster 

that was thoroughly unproductiv ^ ^ vario us approaches for discus- 
further our negotiating rec • ma de very clear that they were 

" « ° a " *“ yaii “ e new 
cerning a settlement. 

• „ fe ^sJhbTik almost certainly keyed to the 

to Ugh. of •‘•‘■“““jaTi J ,*pocla«io« of farftor 

fluid military situation and/pdssibiy 7 ^ untU elther side 

concessions on our part, I V t ° he i r offensive stops. I briefed Ambassa or 

has something new to .say fQr him t0 suspend the plenary 

Porter after my meeting and arr g^ ^ * meeting. He will state that 

sessions again •« “>= to any channel, which shonld 

• “h"ons , 'to.: wo had! “" B " 8 *“ ”" k ' 

Highlights, _ _ 

The major utility of this session ^^JT^aTd, ^hwi necessar y r the 

s^t^aUy 1 Suggested, and they refused, each of the 
public record. Specifically, i bb 

following: 

ir offensive which is a euphemism for 


- - That they atop their 

ceasefire, 

-- That they agree to return to 
1972 , thus allowing deescalation on both sides. 


the status quo ante March 29 


^©P-S 


ipaojaip-/ sensitiv e /exclusively eyes onl _ 
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eyes only 
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- That they restore the circumstances for the 1968 bombing 
halt understanding. 

That thev separate military issues from political issues. 

" T ^ ven ra Led without response, the suggestion that we 

UlkTbout^thdrawals and’prisoner s . not mentioning ceasefire.) 

That tey offer any counter proposals to our eight point plan, 

That they offer a political solution which did not include the 
-- mar mey r . v,.* „,v»irh would leave 



/■bAULiUJi 


EYES ONLY 


• * 


■ J* 
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to previous explan- 

ations and tkey wan business the offensive must 

t ™.J.d our position that as a ^storder^ ^ concerQe d, it contained 
X - rCP !»E. ftr as the two point elabora plic8 to the seven and 

sMts *« ^*-s:v i • ", < 

were restorer w ' 3 

stop bombing the DRV. 

P r „d to talk about military 

I Ported out ^2VcolXl * optr^n- involving prisoners and 
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• th d awal* (2) I hinted strongly that w< J 
^ ». no. .0 maintain an, on. »«■» 

not inflexible, wry proce ss. 

. „ t to have a genuinely open p 

elements in their two point elaboration 
, a fHAre were new elements i 
Thui contended * ^ what they were. 

^^Tho explained^ ^ion^f ^po^icy by 'die's^ig^ 

77 Thieu, the adopti P an end to "Oppression, 

r § r n(jace independence and n erratic liberties as provide 

tion of peac , M ^^antee of democra / T ^i s p r0 ved 

in February and 1 r p 
** . i 1 — +■ cummer, / 
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were not prepared to 

^^^^^^®^^7myunder standing we were pre pare to 

111 Cl0 T S m L iUtary and political issues, adding 

dSs withdrawals and POWs. and ^ he had never 

Tho answered that ^^^S^Vestions. 

" p ‘” » - - »rt i" 

Our sessionende S a The y were also we sim ply re- 

of our private meeting gecret and that * » ^ ^ but 

- “ s ~ 










